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Dear SDNY FBA Members:

Happy New Year FBA SDNY Chapter.  2018 was certainly one for 
the chapter history books!  Incredible programming topped off with the very 
successful planning, organizing and hosting of the FBA National Annual 
Convention.  What’s a chapter to do?  We have heard time and again about 
the exhaustion a host chapter experiences in the year following the 
convention in their home town.  This is such a regular occurrence it is even 
coined, the burn-out effect. 

NOT
FOR   

THE
SDNY

CHAPTER…

I am proud to lead this chapter in the coming months as we continue to break 
the tradition, sidestep the burn-out effect, and forge forward with additional 
programming, membership expansion and community outreach.  Already we 
have hosted a program honoring the Federal Bar Association National 
President Maria Vathis, and our dear friend on the judiciary, Judge Loretta 
A. Preska.   We have held four monthly meetings, including the very well-
attended December meeting hosted by Bryan Cave and FBA President Maria 
Vathis.  We have hosted two community outreach programs through NY 
Cares, started by our Vice-President Wendy Stein.  We have a new 
membership Chair in Samuel Blaustein, and new mentorship Chair in 
Nancy Morisseau.  
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We have been honored to be asked by the Second Circuit 
to work with the circuit and the Magistrate Judges in the Second 
Circuit on a program in honor of the 50th Anniversary of the 
Federal Magistrates Act, with great assistance from Judge Frank 
Maas.  Our very own President-elect Mimi Tsankov is organizing 
an incredible evening of Discussion and Celebration in honor of 
International Women’s Day.  We are also participating in three 
different national programs taking place in NYC (Art & Litigation on 
February 7 and Fashion Law on February 8) and in New Orleans 
(Civil Rights Etouffee on February 15, 2019).  Other CLE programs 
are in the planning stages.

When other chapters have fallen prey to post-convention 
burn-out, the SDNY Chapter of the Federal Bar Association takes 
that as a challenge and pushes forward with another stellar year.  I 
am proud to serve as President of this incredible group of attorneys.

Regards,
Wylie Stecklow 
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FBA SDNY Fashion Law Conference – Paris, France

SDNY Chapter Event

Olivera Medenica, Partner, Dunnington Bartholow & Miller LLP
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100 Years of Women at Fordham Law

SDNY Chapter Event

National Delegate Lainie Cohen
SDNY Chapter President Wylie 

Stecklow
Alexander Zimmer

Delegate to the Network of Bar 
Leaders Nancy Morisseau

FBA President Maria Vathis



6

100 Years of Women at Fordham Law

SDNY Chapter Event

SDNY Judge Loretta Preska and 
FBA President Maria Vathis

SDNY Chapter President Wylie 
Stecklow

Second Circuit Judge Richard Sullivan
SDNY Judge Loretta Preska
FBA President Maria Vathis

Alexander Zimmer
Ashley Akers

Ray Dowd, 
SDNY Membership Chair Samuel 

Blaustein,
Second Circuit Judge Richard Sullivan,

SDNY Chapter President Wylie 
Stecklow
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Community Outreach

The FBA SDNY’s Bankruptcy Section is gearing up, and you’re invited. Local 
bankruptcy practitioners (and all others interested) can address local issues 
and stay abreast of the practice nationally. We’re organizing a CLE 
program, too. Your involvement presents the opportunity to showcase your 
skills and other fine attributes.

This is the committee’s “fresh start.” It is what we make it. So get 
involved! Just update your FBA membership to include the Bankruptcy 
Section. Or, contact Wayne Greenwald at Grimlawyers@aol.com. We’ll 
take it from there.

FBA SDNY Bankruptcy Section

On December 19, 2018, SDNY Chapter Vice President Wendy Stein and 2019 
Recipient of FBA’s Rising Professional Scholarship Brooke Gottlieb 
participated in a very fulfilling “Bingo Night” community outreach event run 
by New York Cares at the New Jewish Home on West 106th Street in 
Manhattan.  The event was very well attended by happy residents of the 
New Jewish Home.

Please join us in continuing our chapter’s monthly participation in 
community outreach events with New York Cares on January 29, 2019 
between 6-8 pm at the Good+ Foundation at 306 West 37th Street, 8th 
Floor.  At this upcoming event, SDNY Chapter members will be sorting, 
screening and bundling items for future donations with the GOOD+ 
Foundation.

Stay tuned for more exciting community outreach events being planned for 
2019!
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Art Law and Litigation Conference
February 7, 2019

National Arts Club, New York, New York 

Mark Your Calendar!

Fashion Law Conference
February 8, 2019

National Arts Club, New York, New York

International Women’s Day Celebration
March 11, 2019 

Fordham Law School

FBA Civil Rights Law Section, Civil Rights Étouffée
February 15, 2019

New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Foundation 

9th Biennial Labor and Employment Law Conference
February 21 & 22, 2019

Labor and Employment Law Section, San Juan, Puerto Rico

FBA Midyear Leadership Conference
March 20, 2019 – March 23, 2019

Ritz Carlton Pentagon City
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Upcoming FBA SDNY Board Meetings

Friday February 1, 2019
Friday March 15, 2019
Friday April 12, 2019
Friday May 10, 2019
Friday June 21, 2019
Friday July 19, 2019

Friday August 16, 2019
Friday September 13, 2019

To become more active in the SDNY chapter, please email 
SDNY.FBA@gmail.com


