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Letter from the President 

 

Dear SDNY FBA Members: 

 This Spring, the Southern District of New York Chapter continues to provide its 

membership with outstanding programs.  On April 20, 2016, we celebrate the Hon. Loretta A. Preska, 

Chief U.S. District Judge, Southern District of New York, as Her Honor “passes the torch” as Chief Judge 

to the Hon. Colleen McMahon, U.S. District Judge, Southern District of New York.  Chief Judge Preska 

has been a long time friend, supporter and active member of the Federal Bar Association, including as 

a member of the Federal Litigation Section board.  

  On February 23, 2016, our chapter hosted an event at the Thurgood Marshall 

Courthouse honoring U.S. Marshal Michael Greco, the Southern District of New York’s first Latino 

Marshal.  Marshal Greco gave a fascinating presentation on the many duties of the U.S. Marshals 

Service, with a video featuring John Walsh of America’s Most Wanted, who is an honorary Deputy U.S. 

Marshal.  Second Circuit Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann and SDNY Chief Judge Preska gave opening 

remarks, and FBA National President Mark Vincent traveled to New York for this unique program.  

 On February 12, 2016, our chapter hosted the third annual Fashion Law Conference, a 

national FBA event focusing on IP and counterfeiting issues in fashion law, which featured top 

attorneys from Tiffany & Co., Estee Lauder and New York & Co., as well as top law firms. 

 Please contact Wendy Stein (wstein@gibbonslaw.com) if you would like to contribute an 

article to the New York Minutes: Please contact me at mzussman@cdas.com for more details about 

any of our upcoming events and to learn about how to become more involved with the Southern 

District of New York chapter.  - Michael J. Zussman  
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Vicki Franks is Senior Counsel at the law firm of Frommer Lawrence & Haug, 
LLP.  With 12 years of intellectual property experience—primarily in patent 
litigation—she routinely advises clients on strategies that are both successful in 
the courtroom and in the day-to-day marketplace.  She has handled patent cases 
covering such technologies as wireless hand-held devices, veterinary recombinant 
vaccinations, pharmaceuticals subject to Hatch-Waxman litigation, textile and 
chemical engineering in the papermaking industry, and even the ergonomics of 
shower curtain hooks.  She has written several peer-reviewed law review articles, 
including the lead article in the 2014 Federal Circuit Bar Journal, and enjoys 
presenting her thoughts at various speaking venues.  Repeatedly ranked as a 
Rising Star in the NYC Metro Area Super Lawyers publication for patent litigation, 
Ms. Franks is committed to advancing client interests so as to achieve maximum 
value for their intellectual property rights.  Additionally, she has successfully 
represented veterans through the pro bono efforts of her firm before the Court of 
Appeals for Veterans Claims, including obtaining benefits for a World War II 
veteran.  More information about Ms. Franks, including representative cases and 
published pieces, can be found at http://www.flhlaw.com/franks/.  She can be 
contacted at vfranks@flhlaw.com. 
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 Wendy Callaghan is Associate General Counsel and Head of 

Emerging Technologies and Digital in the IT Law Department of 

American International Group, Inc. (AIG).  Wendy advises domestic 

and international AIG member companies on IT legal issues.   She 

has extensive experience negotiating complex technology 

transactions, including cloud deals.   

Prior to joining AIG, Wendy was a member of the Technology 

Practice Group at Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman, LLP (formerly 

Shaw Pittman, LLP).  She is a graduate of Rutgers School of Law, 

where she graduated with High Honors, and the State University of 

New York College at Oneonta, where she graduated Summa Cum 

Laude.  She is licensed to practice law in New York and New Jersey. 

 

Heather Shea is an Associate General Counsel and Senior 

Compliance Officer in the Global Compliance Group of American 

International Group, Inc. (AIG).  Heather assists with the 

management of AIG’s global privacy and records management 

compliance programs.  She regularly advises AIG and its businesses 

on privacy, data security, records management and information 

governance matters.  Heather serves on AIG’s Pro Bono Committee 

and is actively involved in pro bono work.   

Prior to joining AIG, Heather was an associate in the Litigation 

Department of Weil, Gotshal & Manges, LLP.  Heather is a graduate 

of Georgetown University, the London School of Economics and 

Political Science, and Fordham University School of Law.  She is a 

Certified Information Privacy Professional (CIPP/US) and is licensed 

to practice law in New York and Massachusetts.   
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May 17, 2016: Advanced Health Care Directives at the Federal Court 
Our chapter’s new Health Law Committee is hosting its first event as part 
of the FBA’s National Community Outreach Program and National Health 
Care Decisions Day: Advanced Health Care Directives, a workshop to help 
federal court staff with end of life planning, such as living wills and health 

care proxies. 
 
 

May 6, 2016: Admiralty and Maritime Law Event 
In connection with the Maritime Lawyers Association annual meeting, our 
chapter’s new Admiralty and Maritime Committee will co-sponsor a brown 
bag lunch at the Second Circuit to discuss issues in maritime and admiralty 

law with the Hon. John G. Koeltl, U.S. District Judge, SDNY.  
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April 20, 2016: Passing the Torch 
Please join our chapter in a “Passing the Torch,” program, as we honor and 
celebrate outgoing SDNY Chief Judge Loretta A. Preska and incoming SDNY 

Chief Judge Colleen McMahon.  
 

April 13, 2016: Meet the White Plains SDNY Judges 
Please join us in White Plains, NY to meet the White Plains District Judges.  

 
 

May 19, 2016: Capitol Hill Day 
Please consider participating in this important event as FBA leaders from 

across the country meet with House and Senate offices to discuss 
important FBA legislative issues that impact the administration of justice 

and the federal courts. Participants will be provided guidance in scheduling 
meetings with lawmakers and briefed on the legislative issues leading up to 

Capitol Hill Day.  
 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 
 

  
 

June 8, 2016:  Venture Law Financing 
Hear the story of one founder’s journey from incorporation, through a 

series of financing rounds, to an equity purchase by a public company. She 
will be joined by one of her VC  investors and attorneys. 
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